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2. The Charumihir 3 1) of the 10th Mar 

si 5 ly mereasing in Mymoensingh 

e great laxity on the part of the police in 

the streets at night. There is no lack of — officers and yet the crime 
unchecked. The able I r, Babu 

on the local badmashés, and make better arrangements for watch and 


1 * 


* 


8. Referring to the case in which Mr. D. A. Whyte, pro Fe 
Sa ea, 1 ee ar ante mie, 1 the 3 Mar, 20tb, 1901. ee: 

e police in the case of Mr. shot two Tols and severely wounded 8. ? W 
mn e others near his bungalow at Debaur, the Prabhat ae a 
[Calcutta] of the 20th March says that though Mr. Whyte admitted before the aa 
police that he had fired his gun, and that shots from it had accidentally hit his = 
own assistant, Mr. Frizzoni, and the Kols, the police saw no necessity of arrest- 1 


ing him, but immediately proceeded to the neighbouring village and arrested 1 
and sent up to Hazaribagh all the 3 Kols they met there. The | a 
police is still arresting and sending Xo/s in batches to hajué. Lei ae 

If nobody else cares to see the way in which the mufassal police works, ae 
the Lieutenant-Governor, at least, ought to see it. A European killed two oh ae 
men and wounded some others. He admitted as much before the 22 Net ; ae 
the police, instead of arresting him, is attempting to send u or trial the e 

eved men, Such a thing is possible only in India! It is ee that the 8 


evil reputation which the police gained in the Munda case will be a hundred co 
mes augmented in the present case. ee AR Cuan Hema, 5 a's, 1 a 
The Medint Bandhav : Midnapore] of the 20th March says that theft ae 
with house-breaking prevails in several parts of 


+ 


‘4 N Mid 5 fh } * 4 2 53 ge ee Mar. doch, 1 
„ 10 por’ town, and the offence in some instances p „/ a ee 
decoity . e 


ta) of the 


Rigg Mine in the Dus. d a dacoity was committed in @ egg 
1 @tumerator’s boat on the river near Mu 
Jacea district. Some time ago three men were killed by dacoit 


SaNsuDsBI4Nr, 


Mar. 22nd, 1901. 


Navarvua, 
Mar. 23rd, 1901, 


Nava roa. 


to the M 
17th May 1900, but without result. ‘The dependants left at home by the men 
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that river lying within the. Narayanganj subdivision. These river dacoities 
have „ become Very frequent, and ought to be checked. 
6. A oorrespondent of the Hitavadi 182 Caleutta] of the 22nd. March care 
that six poor e tivators of Kumarchak, a 

Cases. of freadulent: cooly re tir miles west of Tamluk in the Midnapc 
r Ns ttrict, were fraudulently recruited as coolies in * * 
month of Paus 1306 (BS.). "Their dependants at home are living in the greatest 
distress, and some ars even starving. Their relations submitted representations 
of Midnapore an the Chief Commissioner of Assam on the 


are shown below : — 


() Krittibas Jana, resident of Kumarchak, has left at home a wife 
11 years and two younger brothers, who are now being maintained by his 
elder brother, Gopal Chandra Jana. 
(2) Kailas Bera. of the same village has also left at home a young wife and 

r brothers, who are being maintained by his elder brother. 
inn Santh has left behind a mother, a wife and a younger brother, 
who Sl none to maintain them. 

_ (4) Nitai Maiti has left behind a mother, a wife and a minor son and a 
minor daughter, who have no means of subsistence. 
(5) Srimanta Java has left behind two motherless sons, who now live by 
be 
7 Heris Samanta has left at home a wife and two boys, the elder 


of whom, aged 15 years, is now somehow maintaining his mother and 
brother. 


The paper also pee a letter from the first recruit, written from the 
Halatin tea garden, to his elder brother, asking him to give him up for lost and 
look after his wife and younger brothers, and saying that he and the others who 
came with him could be released on payment of Rs. 125 for each person. 


7. The Sansodhins [Chittagong] of the 22nd March says that the sys- 

2 tthe Shit tematic — of spawn in the river Halda in 
goog police. agains — Chittagong district by the local fishermen ev 

4 season is bringing about fish scarcity in this 

part of the country. Mr. Oldham, when he was Commissioner of the Divi- 

sion, issued an order to stop the practice. But either owing to won on the 


part of the police, or as a result of people bribing it, that order has become a 
dead letter. 


8. The Navayug [ Caleutts] of the 23rd March says that the constable 
ele 15 1 whose oppression of a Calcutta woman was reported 
1 g police oon in two previous issues (see Report on Native Papers 
of the 2nd and 9th March 1901, paragraps 6 and 8, respectively) has been fined 
only Rs, 2 by Mr. James. There were many witnesses against him, but they 
were not called. This will not go to justif | the good name of Mr. James as 
the just head of the Calcutta Police. Te i is rumoured that the offending 
constable is now trying to do the woman great harm by employing gundas 
against her. 


9. The Editor of the same paper says that at 7-30 P.M. on the 18th 
Refusal of sa constable to arrest instant a constable of the Calcutta Police, No, 
cocaine benden Fi. 10, was asked by him to arrest the man whd 


Was selling cocaine to some 10 or 12 men in the 


shop No. 29 Beadon Street, but the constable refused. The next moment 
the n went within the shop and seated himself in a chair. 


10. The Dacea Prakash [Dacca] of the 24th March says that some 
- River au- in the Decca acoits on the river Dhaleswari, in the Dacca 
district. district, have plundered the boat of Babu Abhaya 
Kumar Gupte, Sub-Inspector of Schools, after severely wounding him. Such 
dacoities are occurring almost ev day on the river. Robberies were 
committed even on the boats of Mr. Faulder, Magistrate, and Babu Gangadhar 
Ghosh, Deputy Magistrate. But the police show extreme laxity in the matter, 
and rarely succeed in the offenders, They do not even care to enquire 
whether or no the chaukidars are implicated i in such dacoities. : 


te 
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rCaloutta] of the 27th 
Rowdyism in Calcutta. the villag 


5 is not always safe to walk even the streets of Calcutta or its suburbs. 
— 9 coniplainte ** this paint have not been able to bring about satis- 
factory results. The other day certain acquaintances of ours while going to 
an invitation were way-laid by some ruffians, but fortunately a body of police- 
men appearing on the spot, matters ended smoothly. Such incidents are 
frequently heard of, and it behoves the. authorities ‘to adopt more severe 


measures and use more vigilance in this connection than they do at present. 
(b)— Working of the Courts, | 


— 


es now. infest the chief cities all over 


12. Referring to Mr. Pennell’s suspension the Barisa/ Hitaichi (Barisal) 


of the 17th March writes as follows :— © 


Mr. Pennell’s suspension. Long ago an acquitted prisoner 1 
Judge who had tried his case in these words Saheb, may you be a darogaꝰꝰ 


In the opinion of the illiterate man, a daroga was the most poweriul person 
in the e But the Pennell affair has shown that the man who uttered 
those words was not, after all, very much mistaken. In another instance 


in Barisal, a pleader was trying to prove the innocence of a prisoner before the- 


assesors who were trying his case. The assessors said that they understood 
everything, but . afraid lest they should offend the darega. The 
presiding Judge laughed and said that as for their fearing to give offence to 
the daroga, he was quite ready to take upon himself the consequences of that 
official’s wrath. Had he but eaten the punishment which Mr, Pennell has 
received, he would never have dared to make such a statement. In the 
presence of an executive officer a judicial officer is generally found as pliant 


and tame as a donkey. But why should this be the case? Mr. Pennell 


has said in the course of his judgment that the Judges of the High Court 
have lost their former independence. They look to the executive officers 
to provide for their ill-educated sons. That is why the Judges are at present 
unable to oppose the executive in the way they didin the past. This appears 
to be the correct view of the matter. Mr. Reily was illegally suppressing 
a murder case. But the throne of India was shaken to its foundations when 
Mr. Pennell determined to prosecute him criminally. The equanimity of 
the head of the Executive as well as the head of the Judicial Department of the 
administration was alike disturbed as if the British Government were about 


to come to an end owing to the blow which was dealt to it by Mr. Pennell. 


Telegram after telegram was despatched. Attempts were made to intimidate 
Mr. Pennell. Orders were issued in an indirect manner. But Mr. Pennell 
was determined to do his duty. Mr. Cargill, Magistrate of Noakhali,; requested 


Mr. Pennell to release Mr. Reily on bail. For this Mr Cargill deserves not 


only suspension, but even dismissal from the service, A munsif, Rajani Babu; 
was, as a matter of fact, dismissed for a less heavy offence, pasa writing 
a letter of recommendation to a Police Sub-Inspector. The Chief Justice 
anticipated Mr. Reily’s hajat and wired to Mr, Pennell requesting him to 
release Mr. Reily on bail. By doing this the Chief Justice has committed an 


offence even greater than that which Rajani Babu was guilty of. Yet it was 


he who recommended the dismissal of Rajani Babu to the Bengal Government. 
The country will for ever remain indebted to Mr. Pennell. - : 


Justices Ghosh, Banerji, Hill and Stanley have earned the gratitude of 
the country by their noble courage and love of justice. 


13. The Prabhat e of * 20th March writes as follows:— 

f It is clear that the Government is very much 

ae ent * ‘treatment of displeased with Mr. Pennell. But no one gy Mera 
See i that the Government would be in such a hurry to 
unish him. Mr. Pennell’s judgment, although published in the newspapers, 


ad not at the time of his suspension reached either the High Court or the 


— 


and the Government girt up their loins to punish him without seeing that 
document. Action like this 1s not calculated 10 augment the prestige ‘of either 
the Government or the High Court. Mr. Pennell is a servant of the Govern- 


Government, It is, therefore, all the more strange that both the High Court 


Punt, 
Mar + 20th, 1901, 


ment, and Government can dismiss him when it likes. But the angty 
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and summary. manner in which it has suspended him will result in more 
harm to itself than to Mr. Pennell. Already people are speaking ill of 
the Government. | 1 ff.... ean erer ses 
As for the making over of the record to the High Court, the rule in 
Mr. Reily’s case was issued by the High Court on the 22nd February, and 


according to the order contained in it, the record ought to have been submitted 


to the High Court before the 7th March. But instead of waiting up to that 


date, the Chief Justice sent Mr. Chapman on the 2nd March to bring away the 


record from Mr. Pennell. It is not at all clear why the Chief Justice interfered 
in the matter in this way. The record was called for by a bench of the High 
Court, of which the Chief Justice was not a member. The Judges who consti- 
tuted that Court did not ask for the record to be sent before the yo ag ae time. 
What led the Chief Justice, then, to send for the papers five days before the 
7th March? What led him, again, to send Mr. Chapman, who was not 
Registrar at the time, to fetch the papers? Why did he refuse to take over 
the papers from Mr. Pennell’s own hand when he called at his house? Why 
did not Mesers. Chapman and Sheepshanks wait at Mr. Pennell's lodgings when 
he told them to wait till his return from Alipore ? : 

The truth is that, when the case had come up before a bench of the High 
Court, of which the Chief Justice was not a member, it is doubtful if he bad the 
power to ask for the record. It was also nothing wrong on Mr. Pennell’s part 
not to have made over the record before the 7th March. 


One thing more. Were the Judges, when they sat in judgment on 


Mr, Pennell, aware of the fact that the Chief Justice had sent a telegram to 
Mr. Pennell, requesting him to release Mr. Reily on bail, and that Mr. Pennell 
did not comply with the request ? It was extremely wrong on the part of the 
Chief Justice to have sent such a telegram, and it argued great independence 
on Mr. Pennell’s part not to have listened to the Chief Justice’s request. But 
was not Mr. Pennell’s non-compliance one of the reasons why the Chief Justice 
was reg with him and refused to see him when he called at his house ? 

Before passing the order of suspension, neither the Government nor the 
High Court called for any proofs of Mr. Pennell’s default. They decided on 
his suspension merely on the strength of the report made by Mr. Chapman and 
the present Registrar of the High Court. If that report is reliable, why are 
not Mr. Pennell’s words equally so? 

Government will probably do its best to remove Mr. Pennell. from the 
Civil Service by way of punishment for the way in which he has written his 
judgment. But Mr. Pennell’s fault in this respect has been to a great extent 
thrown into the shade by the ill-tempered and indiscreet action of the Govern- 
ment. What was Mr. Pennell's fault? Did he commit any wickedness; did 
he commit an injustice; did he perjure himself? What he did was to 
administer justice impartially. It is true he said some harsh things in his 
judgment, but that was due to the Government’s ill-treatment of him. If he is 


dismissed for having used those harsh words, his dismissal will cast no 


stain on his character. 

_Government cares little for public opinion. Nor is there any necessity 
for its doing so, It obliges the people with a sweet word or two when they 
show an exuberance of loyalty, but casts them into jail as soon-as it suspects 
their loyalty. There ought to be, however, a limit to the degree in which 
Government and the people may differ, As soon as Government. sent 
Mr. Tilak to jail on a charge of sedition, the people began to worship his 
image as that of a god. And when Mr. Tilak came out of jail, the whole 
country rang with cheers. Were the people afraid to honour him because 
he was charged with sedition? Could Government provide any punishment 
for those who honoured him? The Government will gain nothing if a 
similar difference of opinion should take place between itself and the people, 
not over a native, but over a European. Government may consider 
Mr. Pennell fit to be dismissed because of his independence and quarrelsome 
habit. But the people will say that Government does not want Mr. Pennell 
Because he is a truthful and outspoken man, possessed of the courage of his 
convictions and an upright judicial officer who does no injustice out of 
deference to Euro Mr. Pennell’s fame has, indeed, spread over the 
whole province, He did not return to Noakhali after his suspension, but bis 
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cater did; and she was decked by the people with garlands, Did the fear of 
the Magistrate deter the people of Noakhali from showing this honoer to 
Mr. Pennell’s sister? Mr. Pennell, too, was cheered and greeted during the 
time he remained in Calcutta’ whenever he ‘appeared in public. Govern 
ment should try to ascertain why the people are showing so much honour to 


him, The truth is that an impression is gajning ground in the minds of the 


eople that whoever is opposed to the Government and has incurred its. 
Hispleasure is a well-wisher of the country. And the consequence is that the 
people are beginning to honour everybody whom the Government tramples 
under foot. Is this calculated to benefit the Government? „ 

14. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anandabazar Patrika [ Caloutta] of the 
| 20th March writes as follows:— 5 . 

The Pennell affair. It was extremely wrong for the Government 
to employ the Public . Prosecutor of N oakhali to apply to Mr. Pennell for 
releasing Mr. Reily on bail. The Distriet Judge is an officer under the 
Government. How can he act independently in judicial matters if Govern- 
ment makes requests to him in connection with such matters? The affair. 
shows that, in spite of its professions to the contrary, Government does 
meddle with judicial administration whenever it thinks it necessary to do so 
in its own interest. But such meddlesomeness is likely to shake the people's 
confidence in courts of justice and bring about anarchy in the country. : 

Hundreds of people are every day sent to hajut, Government never 
employs the Public Prosecutor to get any one of them released on bail. Is not, 
then, its action in Mr. Reily’s case enough to create the impression that 
Government does not wish to see any European punished, however heinous 
his offence may be? People knew that Government had all along entertained 
this wish in private. But the public expression of its wish and the brow- 
beating of Mr. Pennell in Mr. Reily's case have astonisned everybody. 

But what is more strange than the conduct of the Government is the 
conduct of the High Court. The High Court exists mainly for the purpose 
of checking executive oppression and highhandedness. It is the duty of the 
High Court to see that executive officers do not abuse the unlimited powers with 
which they are vested. But in this Noakhali case not only have the Judges 
of the High Court sided with the Lieutenant Governor, but have themselves 
done some illegal acts. This has alarmed the public, Who will keep up the 
prestige of law and judicial administration and protect the country from 
police and Magisterial oppression, if the High Court Judges themselves commit 
illegalities ? It has transpired that the Chief Justice bad the following tele- 
gram sent to Mr. Pennell through the Registrar of the High Court on the 7th 
February :— 

‘The Chief Justice wishes to know why bail has been refused in Reily’s 
case, and urges you to carefully reconsider the matter.“ 

The plain meaning of this telegram is:—Mr. Judge Pennell, you have 
done something very wrong by not releasing Mr. Reily. The Chief Justice has 
been disple at your conduct. You are hereby ordered to release Mr. Reily 
mmediately on receipt of this. | 

Never since the establishment of the High Court had any Chief Justice 
sent such an extraordinary telegram to a District Judge. If the High Court 
Judges, and especially the Chief Justice, continues to act in this way, judicial 
independence of the subordinate judiciary will be a thing of the past. In a 
case that was sub judice in particular, the Chief Justice had no authority to send 
such a telegram. ee ae bs. 

_ Mr. Pennell had said unpleasant things in his judgment about the 
Lieutenant- Governor. There is reason, too, to suspect that Mr. Pennell had 
incurred the Ch lef Justice’s displeasure by not releasing Mr. Reily on bail. 
Under these circumstances, neither the Lieutenant-Governor nor the Chief 
J ustice and Messrs. Rampini and Prinsep ouglit to have taken any part in 
dealing out punishment to Mr. Pennell, - . e 


It is said that Lord Curzon consulted the Advocate-General about the 


legality of the Zaren pars. Which had been inflicted on Mr: Pennell, and that 
the Advocate: : 


ae neral considered the punishment illegal. The law on the point 
18 80 clear that Lord Curzon might have known this without n 


Advocate - General. The offenes contemplated in the law for which tte 
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The fact, moreover, that. 
to submit an explanation 


the Judges of the High Court will 
will come back from leave. : 
15. The same paper writes asfollows:— —_ i 
cco The words “ immediately, (at once,” &c., used 
Mr. Pennell’s suspension. jn the High Court’s letter to the Bengal Government 
recommending Mr. Pennell’s suspension, clearly show how eager the High Gourt 
was to remove him from office. Did Mr. Pennell commit a murder? Did he 
commit a dacoity ? Did he perjure himself? Did he forge? If not, what was 
meant by this hurry in suspending him without even calling for an explana- 
tion? Messrs. Chapman and Sheepshanks called on Mr. Pennell at 1-15 p.m. 
on the 4th March. They immediately returned to the High Court. The High 
Court immediately wrote a letter to the Government of Bengal, and Mr. Pennell 
was immediately suspended, and forthwith a notification to that effect was 
published in the Calcutta Gazeite. All this was done with electric speed! A 
singular incident in the history of the British adminstration of justice 
In the letter from the High Court to the Government, it was said that the 
Judges of the High Court recommended Mr. Pennell's suspension. Did not 
four of the Judges dissent from the opinion of the majority? If so, why was 
the letter sent in the name of all the J * 7 


16. Referring to the ground on which the Criminal Appellate Bench of 
ree the High Court reduced the sentences of the 
Mr. Josie Ameer Al in culprits in the Rajlakshmi rape and abduction case, 
— the same paper writes as follows: | 
That the appeal of Musalman culprits, defended as they were by a Musal- 
man Barrister, before a Musalman Judge did not lead .to their acquittal is a 
that there is no fear of miscarriage of justice or of partiality in the High 
Bat we cannot call Mr. Justice Ameer Ali’s theory, that the girl eloped 
with the culprits, reasonable. The reasons which the acute Judge has advanced 


ens his theory * to us extremely weak. If a number of song: 
lathials like Rabimaddi, the principal culprit, enter one's house silent! 
in the depth of the night and carry away a girl after having first gagged her, 
how can it be possible either for the inmates of the house or for the neighbours 
to know immediately of the abduction? The Judge and the Magistrate, who 
had the opportunity of seeing the girl, observing her demeanour and hearing her 
story from her own mouth, believed her to have been forcibly ravished, but the 
High Court, which enjoyed no such opportunity, by mere guesswork disbelieved 
the theory and held that the girl had gone away with the culprits.of her own 
accord! We fail to see on what ground Mr. Justice Ameer Ali cast this 
stigma on the Brahman girl’s character. The Hon’ble Judge ought to have 
thought twice before accepting a view which may have the effect of ruining 
the girl’s future life. | : : a 
17. The Sanjivans n 4 the 21st March says 2 a Muhammadan 
ae of Noakhali belonging to the. cultivating 
0 : eet EN published a Beagall bees in pamphlet form highly 
eulogising Mr. Pennell for his fearless outspokenness and high sense of justice. 
The first part of the pamphlet, consisting of 36 pages, had a ee sale, 1,500 
copies being sold within 10 days of its publication. The second part will be 
2 Ne This shows the great popalariiy of Mr. Pennell: with the natives 
ot the country. | : a 
18. The Joyti Chittagong] of the 21st ere anys eee acts 
Abstraction of records from 3 à receipt was missing from the records of. the 
Munsif's court in the Chittagong nd -Munsif’s Court at Patia in the Chittagong 
— | district. An apprentice was suspected. His case 
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1019: The Hitevads [Calcutta] of the 22nd March writes as follows:: nean, 
The Pennell afir. affair to Mr. Pennell himoatt, it 3 4 
ood. Mr. Pennell has made a public exposure of the manner in Whie | a a a 
— is administered in this oountry. He has shown that in this unfortunate bates an 
country a judicial trial is only another name for the enactment of a farce. It ae ec OP 
is influenced by wire-pulling in the shape of private hints, letters, telegrams, = — 
requests and brow-beatings, while everything is kept fair and smooth on the ii W 
surface. Most people knew 1 sry was the ae in which — er 
administered in India. But a public exposure has given an opportunity 1 
making an attempt to remove the evil. Bur heartfelt gratitude is therefore due 
to Mr. Pennell, that great man who has created this opportunit 7x. 
We cannot admit that Mr. Pennell is a mad man, as some people are 
saying. How can we believe that gifted man to be out of his senses, who 
recorded all letters and telegrams in their proper order, made use of them in 4 
their appropriate places, and charmed both friend and foe by his eriticiem af the — 
same in the most powerful language? No man not in his senses can speak in „ 
such simple language, can argue with such foree, moderation and method. a 
The introduction of adventitious topies in che judgment is not a sign of 
madness, but bespeaks intelligence. Matters which could not be otherwise 


x 


made public have been left permanently recorded by Mr. Pennell, although 
— he has laid himself open to the charge of e But this is not 
weakness of mind. It is rather a sign of force of character. os = 

From Lord Curzon tothe meanest Deputy in Noakhali, every official is 
smarting under the lashes which have been r Sir istered by Mr, Pennell. Our 
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John “Woodburn, too, has been humiliated. 
Mr. Justice Rampini has had dirt thrown upon him, and Chief Justice Maclean 
ought to be ashamed of showing his face in public. We are not pleased at their 
humiliation. We are not r to ridicule them because their mask of 
impartiality has been removed. We do not, as a rule, feel amused at the 
humiliation of officials. But in this instance the humiltation of the above- 
named officials has pleased us because, thanks to Mr. Pennell, it has afforded 
us an opportunity of showing them in their true character. ae 

Mr. Reily suborned witnesses and ventured to produce fo 


ae 


rged or altered 
documents in Court, yet all officials, great and small, did their best to save him 
the exercise of private influence upon the Judge. Is this equal treatment 
of the black and the white? Ie this impartiality? Is this impartial adminis- 
tration of British justice? People are openly saying that all that happened in Re 
this case would not have taken place if a ese fee. had not been concerned, - 
aud there is a conviction that the High Court will by hook or oa om top p 
Mr. Reily's trial, prove him truthful, acquit the murderers, and find fault wi — 
Mr. Pennell. Will this growing conviction redound to the oredit of the British 
government and serve to keep up the prestige of the officials? Alas for the 
impartial administration of justice. Alas for the British rule. Outspokenness 
displeases the authorities. But who will not know what the people say in 
their uren ? 
on the one hand on the doings of the officials and on the pure 
figure of Mr. Pennell on the other. Hundreds of Musalmans are to-day crying 
in Noakhali: “Mr. Pennell, you are a god; heaven sent you to earth for our 
good. We can sacrifice our lives at your bidding“ This is one sight, and 
our laughing a suppressed laugh at the conduct of the high officials is another. 
rip on of 8 ts possible? In = inion of the officials, 
Mr. Reily’s doings were not of themselves shameful, but it is their exposure 
pe been e Is this not strange ? LE PAE ae 
The affair is drawing to a close and will soon reach its last stage. 
the conflagration which has been. kindled at Noakhali will burn to. ash 
many abuses and corruptions of the Executive Government. The people 
India will in remote future forget the names of Maclean and Rampini, and 
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stop their ears in abhorrenée at the mention of the names of many high offici 

but they will find the name of the suspended, censured aod: ineulted Jaden 
— . — in golden characters in the history of their country. We 
have got a golden opportunity. We sing Mr. Pennell’s praise at the . 
of the severance of ‘the unholy combination of the Judicial and Executive 
functiona. Pennell’s fault was impartiality, and his expiation will be the doing 
of good to India at his own cost. 
20. The Dacea Gasette [Dacca] of the 25th March has the following in 


its English columns:— 


* 


Mr. Pennell’s case. 


ae. 


M. PxxRLL anp THE Hien Court. 


Zo much has been said in the matter of the suspension of Mr. Pennell 
that scarcely any new light can now be thrown on the subject, but still it is at 
present the all-absorbing topic of discussion, and very naturally so, The 
unique spectacle of the Judiciary eager to oblige the Executive is unprece- 
dented in the annals of the British administration of India. Time there was 
when the slightest interference of the Executive with the Judicial adminis- 
tration was highly resented by the High Court, and this attitude of stern 
independence earned for the High Court the highest regard of the people 
as the great ium of justice. It is thus a sorry sight indeed to see how 
the mighty have fallen.” Sir Francis Maclean, who at the beginning of his 
career gave fair promise of preserving the glorious traditions of the highest 
tribunal in the Jand, has sadly disappointed the public by his almost indecent 
solicitude to oblige the Executive. We have all heard of the telegram from 
the Chief Justice to Mr. Pennell, enquiring why Mr. Reily was sent to hajat, 
and urging the Judge to reconsider the matter carefully. Coming as it does 
from the head of the judiciary, this telegram can but bear one meaning, viz., 
an intimation to release Mr. Reily on bail. The case of Mr. Reily was not then 
before the High Court. How did the Chief Justice come to know of the fact 
that Mr. Reily had been sent to hajat, and why did he go out of his way to 
fetter the judicial discretion of his subordinate? There is no reason wh 
Sir Francis should, of his own motion, interfere in Mr. Reily’s behalf; so, it 
can safely be assumed that this parental anxiety for poor Mr. Reily was evoked 
at the instance of some body else. Who could thus approach the Chief Justice 
of the land? We know that a senior Munsif was dismissed the service for 
writing a recommendatory note to a Police Sub-Inspector while he was 
enquiring a particular case. This very High Court, of which Sir Francis is 
the bead, recommended the dismissal. How could the conscience of this 
tribunal become so obtuse in the matter of Mr. Reily ? The telegram was 
sent through the Registrar. So it was not a private one, but sent under the 
authority of the High Court. Perhaps Sir Francis counted upon the unwritten 
code of morality which obtains in the official hierarchy and believed that this 
part of the drama would never come to light. Perhaps Mr. Pennell has acted 
indiscreetly in publishing the same. Is this the cause why Sir Francis Maclean 
did not condescend to grant an interview to Mr. Pennell? If this is so, we 
cannot blame the Chief Justice, for he is after all a man. But at the same 
time we cannot but admire Mr, Pennell who thought it better to sacrifice his 
self at the altar of. conscience, c 

Few men in the world can speak out what they feel; and fewer still 
can boldly act up to what they sincerely believe, One must renounce himself 
to be able to fearlessly walk in the path of truth, He who can do this is a god 
among men. Mr, Pennell is to-day adored, not because he is a distinguished 
scholar—not because he is an able J udge—nay, not even because he is an 
ardent lover of justice but because few men in the world could have done 
what he has done—he has renounced himself for the sake of justice and truth. 

He incurred the bitter displeasure of the Ruler of the land, equally so of the 
highest judiciary of the province, aud he was keenly conscious of the bitter 
consequences of such displeasure. We are not at all surprised at the action 
taken by the Government, but we have been horror-stricken at the reoommend- 
ation made by the High Court. * be to the four noble Judges who 
fearlessly declined to be party to Mr. Pennell’s suspension. It is really a 


CE) Oe : 

fonny thing to find that al the Civilian Judges of the Court sided with the aren. 
Mr. Pennell. has been punished, But we mast tell the truth that this 275 
punishment has endeared him more to the people of the country. He has 12 
not lost anything material by this on. Nevertheless we must protest : 


inst it, because it is unjust and illege e canna 
si pas the part: pore by the Chief Justice in this matter. 


We cannot, however, p. over in 

ould have induced. him as Chief Justioe to send that famous telegram to 
Mr. Pennell re the buil of Mr. Reily is still a mystery. Every e, gl oan 
man is saying, and saying unequivocally, that the Chief Justice had no business 
to interfere in this fashion on behalf of Hr. Reily. We must not be misunder- 
stood. It will be a calamity to the country if the people are led to lose their 
confidence in the highest tribunal, It is idle to deny that the Britieh Empire 
in India is based principally on justice and the High Court is regarded by 
the people as the only power in the land to protect justice, to redress wrong, 
to check oppression. Sir Barnes Peacock once demonstrated the dignity of | — 
the High Court. Our veteran contemporary of the Indian Mirror has demanded. ae oe 
an explanation from Sir Francis Maclean, We fully endorse our contem- — 3 
rary’s views that if a satisfactory explanation be not orthcoming, the conduct 


of the Chief Justice should be condemned at a grand public meeting. i 


Mr, PENNELL’: LETTER TO THE GoyeRNMENT OF INDIA. 


No. 2+-Suspension, dated Hotel Oontineutal, Caleta, the 18th March 1901. a 
From— A. P. Pgxwe.x, Esa., Suspended Civil Servant, | | „ 
- To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department. | „ 


(Through the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal). 


I wish to state that I am a member of the Indian Civil Service over , * 
15 years standing, and was till lately District and Sessions Judge of Noakhali 
in the lower provinces in Bengal. 
2. On the evening of the 4th of March 1901, I was suspended from m 
office by the Local Government by a letter No. 1481A.B., copy of which is 
annexed, It will be seen that no charges were framed against me, that I was 
not asked to furnish any explanation, and that ne limit to the period of my 4 
suspension was indicated. ee a? 
3. On the 11th March I addressed to the Chief Secretary to the Local a 
Government a letter No. 1 Suspension of which a copy is annexed, enquirin a 
whether it was in contemplation to frame any changes against me, and Whether — 
: — be allowed to submit any explanation or to be heard in my e 
efence. ) 
4. Inreply, the Local Government. have informed me in their Chief 
Secretary’s letter No. 1872A., dated 13th March, that they have at present no 
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further information to communicate to me. 

5. The immediate result of the order, suspending me is that instead of 
and allowance of Rs. 2,500 per mensem, I geta subsistence Cl 

allowance of Rs. 400 per mensem only. While T am under suspension, I am ae 

precluded from practising my profession as a barrister, or from 4 up other „ 

work. It is my belief that I can earn a great deal more than Rs, 400 per 

mensem out of Government Service, and I may say that I have already had to 

refuse an offer of the Editorship of a leading up-country paper which would ; 

certainly have brought me far more than that amount. 1 4 es a 

6. I had been as-ured by the Local Government early in the year that 

I should be allowed leuve in or about the early part of May. The state of my 

health renders it imperative that I should go home before long. But in my 

present state of uncertainty I can neither take my own pas nor that of 

my sister who is living with me, and whose marriage on the faith of the 

assurance of the Local Government, had been 1 to take place ia 

— nd early in the summer. Her future husband has already, in consequence 
o recent advice of the Local Government, had to . e e allway 


journey of 3,500 miles and to cancel important business 
ombay. _ een Bien | 


* 


1 
7. 1 believe that tue action of the Local Government in 
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me was wholly improper. I am advised that it was wholly illegal. My submis. 
sion is that the Local G . nt acted in a hurry, 284 that thet ant now 
at oncé unable to justify their action and unwilling to make amends for it. . 
The recommendation of the Chief Justice or of certain Judges is obviously in 
itself an insufficient reason for suspending me. Whoever may have recommended 
them to take the step, the responsibility for my suspension rests with the 
Local Government, and with them alone. is Abc 

8. I have therefore to request that the Government of India may be 
pleased. to direct the Local Governnent either to reinstate me without delay, 


or to inform me what the charges against me are and to give me reasonable 


ee & tle Pte. 


* 


facilities for defending myself against such charges. 
9. The English mail leaves Calcutta on Thursday evening next, and 

I have further to rede. that if tne Government of India intend to re 

to this letter at all, the reply may be sent me not later than 2 P. M. on that 


day, 21st March, as I intend, unless I get satisfactory redress in the interval, to 


2 @ 


address the Secretary of State and various non-official persons and bodies : 
by that mail. ee" ge f 
10. A copy of this lotter, accompanied by copies of letter No. 148 1A. B. h 
from the Chief Secre to the Bengal Government, of 2 letter Suspension ˖ 
No. 1, dated the 11th March, and of the Chief Secretary’s letter No. 1872A., * 
dated 13th March, has been handed by me this day to the Secretary to the * 

Government of India direct in order to save time. ie 

| I have the honour to be 
Sir, 3 5 
Your most obedient servant, : 
Suspended Civil Servant. 
GOVERNMENT OF InDIA4’s REPLY TO MR. Penne tt. 
No. 2691, dated Calcutta, the 20th March 1901. ee 10 8 

From—J. P. Hxwrr, Eso., 0. s. I., 0. I. ., Secretary to the Government of India, t 
Home Department, 0 
To — The Offg. Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. | ‘ 


Sur, 1 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2025 A., dated 
the 19th March. 1901, with which was forwarded a letter No. 2 Suspension, 
dated 18th idem, addressed by Mr. Pennell, of the Indian Civil Service, to the 1 
— Government of India in this Department. Mr. Pennell prays that the Govern- | 
. @ ment of India may be pleased to direct the Local Government either to 
reinstate him in his office without delay, or to inform him what the charges are 
against him, and to give him reasonable facilities for defending himself against I 
such charges. Mr. Pennell has, you explain, been suspended on the recommenda- 
tion of the Hon’ble Chief Justice and the Hon'ble Judges of the High Court, 
and the reasons for his suspension are contained in the letter No. .600, dated 
7 4th March 1902, from the Officiating Registrar of the High Court to the Local 
Government, a copy of whieh has been duly communicated to Mr. Pennell. 
I am to request that Mr. Pennell may be informed that the Government of 
India decline to interfere with the orders passed by the Government of Bengal. 
Bauman, . 21. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 28th March says that although 
Mar, 28tb, 1901. 5 Mr. B. L. Gupta's merits are unquestionable, his 
Abe L. Gupia's claims to claims to promotion are overlooked by Government. 
It is rumoured that Mr. Taylor, the Judicial Com- 
missioner of Chota Nagpur, will be appointed in the place of Mr. Justice 
Stevens, who is going home on leave, although Mr. Taylor is junior to 
. Mr. Gypta by three years. Perhaps another junior Civilian will be appointed 
in the place of Mr. Justice Prinsep, who also will soon go home on leave. 
Such injustice lowers the authorities in the eyes of the public. Would it 
not be well to get one’s practice to tally with one’s professions ? e 
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insulting language 
tition has yet reach 

Mr. Gabriel in the meantime 
against him by Pashupati Babu 


gee been transferred to Ajmere. Any action. ae 
FFF ĩ ⁵uun..!( ee 


is quite unaccountable. sees lp wee „„ 
„The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 20th March says that the Government naar. a 
ey: Ne gS ai pte requiring both teachers’ manuals ande 5 
zubnission of school-oche for text-books for the use of pupils in the vernacular a i 
approval. schools which may be ‘submitted to the Director. | 5 


of Public Instruction for approval to be accompanied by printed or type - 
written translations in Eng ish will be a source of the greatest hardship to 
authors. Many such authors may not themselves know English and may not 
have friends whe know English and are willing to undertake the trouble of 
translation. Besides, books may be written in vernacular which may be 
incapable of translation. The truth is that the new rule will greatly reduce the 
number of books which will be offered for approval. „„ 
24. The Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that all schools and Hv, 

: colleges in. Calcutta should be instantly closed on . 22nd, 1901, a 

Plague and closing of schools account of the plague. A servant of the Hindu ae 
nn hostel was the other day removed to the- Medical — 
College Hospital on the suspicion that he was suffering from lague. A woman | oe 
has died of plague in a but in front of the hostel. All this has naturally 
frightened the students, eee a re 8 


(e). Local Seif-Government and Municipal Adminis tration. 


25. The Bikaw [Barisal] of the 19th March: says that water-scarcity is Bran, 

Wate ae eel deeply felt in Barisal town. Most of the tanks Mar. 19th, 1901. 
VV have dried up. The water of the four municipal e 
tanks is not only insufficient, but also “impure” and “suspicious” in the : 
opinion of the doctors. Consequently, there has been a large increase of 
sickness in the town. . 


26. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore} of the 20th March has the follow- Amts BaNDuay, 
— i | oe ee Mar. 20th, 1901. Bee Rel 
A public dispensary. was established by Govern- 277 

| ment at Panskura, and has been maintained by it | 
for the last 30 years. It proved of much use not only to the local officers. 
belonging to the Public Works and Revenue Departments, but also to the 
public generally and to the n of the local police- station, school, and „ 
post office in particular, But on the strength of a recent report by the local „ 
xecutive Engineer, Government has come to the conclusion that the dis- 3 
nsary is unnecessary, and hus ordered its abolition from the Ist of April. 2 
he fact, however, that it has existed for 30 years sufficiently proves its ) : FCC 
necessity. Its abolition will prove a source of great inconvenience and loss — 14 
to the publio. The annual expenditure on account of the dispensary never — 
exceeded Rs. 700 or Rs. 800. The alternative proposal by the Executive ne 
Engineer is not likely to lead to any good results inasmuch as respectable „ 
people will always be unwilling to go to a hospital for treatment. Bee | = 


* 


27. the P ratinidhe { Comilla ’ of the 20th March says that water · scareity pnarmmm, . 
Water · scareity in Comilla. has made the condition of the people of Comilla and Mer. 20%, 1901, oa: 

| . places quite miserable. The little 
water that still remains in some tanks will soon be exhausted. People come to. 
draw. water from distances of even five to six miles. Fire is burning down 


Abolition of a dispensary in the 
Midoapore district. 


nae ant village, and ay is no water to quench it, The Memorial Fund 8 
aised in Comi preserve the memory of the late Empress Victoria should be | 
applied to remove this water-scarcity, 5 ; 8 . „ — — 
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28. A correspondent of the Hiteradé [Calcutta Jof the 22nd March says thet 
Tho Chittagong Manicipality, - Teceutly the Vice-Chairman of the Chittagong Munj- 
. cipality moved at one of its meetings that gither 


the reporter or the editor of the Jyoti (Chittagong) should be allowed admission 
to the meetings of the Municipality. But the motion was rejected by a 


majority of the Commissioners. Municipalities are public institutions, and out- 
siders should not be 5 from being present at their meetings. But it 
seems that those who are concerned with municipalities are afraid lest their 
wrong -doings be made 2 peas ares 
29. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [ Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that the 
_ ° _ Galeutta Municipality should impart instructions to 
rte, Caleutta Municipelity and the common people of the town as to the means b 
sa tee . ‘which the plague may be best avoided. This can 
be done by distributing handbills containing the instructions. 1 
Cleanliness is said to be the best prevention against the disease. The 
European quarters, the cleanest in the town, are free from it. But what is the 
Municipality doing to keep the native quarters clean? The sight of the 
extremely filthy condition of these quarters does not lead one to believe that 
Calcutta has got a municipality. Even the refuse matter in the streets is 


not daily removed. The Chitpur road and the busts present a most filthy 
appearance. | | 8 5 5 
When there were native Commissioners in every ward, they used to lock to 
the condition of their respective wards in their own and the ratepayers’ 
interests and report it to the Municipality. In this manner the ratepayers 
used to get „ relief. But now the Commissioners are almost unapproach- 
able. In the present crisis the municipal authorities should frequently inspect 
the condition of the town. It is a pity that they are quite indifferent to the 
condition of those who form the backbone of the Municipality. Why is not 
the rule regarding the removal of refuse, which has been observed in Chow- 
ringhee from the Ist March, observed in the other parts of the town? This may 
entail some additional expenditure for a few months, but in the existing 
circumstances, such expenditure will be fully justified, Natives are naturally 
unclean, so they require the first attention of the Municipality. | 
30. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 25th March has the following :— 
he farces which are being at the present time 
en of Galgen a thee wol. enacted by the Commissioners of the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality are such as may put to shame even those 
enacted in regular theatres. It is hard to say whether the scene at the last 
municipal meeting was a farce or a tragedy. When one of the Commissioners, 
Babu Sita Nath Roy, rose to move a resolution authorising the employment, as a 
temporary measure, of additional men in the Health Department for the purpose 
of cleaning the town and sanctioning additional expenditure for the purpose, 
the Commissioners also rose and advanced towards the door. But at this 
moment the Chairman intimating he had an item of business still undisposed 
of, the Commissioners again took their seats. After that, Sitanath Babu again 
rose to move bis resolution, and again did they leave the hall. As there 
was no quorum, Sitanath Babu too had to follow their example. But what is 
still more surprising is, that when no quorum could be formed for want of a 
sufficient number of Commissioners, many Commissioners were waiting outside 
for the purpose of attending a meeting of the General Committee, for it is 
well known that the members of the General Committee get money for their 
attendance at its meetings. They were waiting outside, but could’ not take 
the trouble of listening to Sitanath Babu’s proposal! It was for the purpose 
of increasing the number of such dutiful Commissioners that Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie drafted the Bill which has become the new Municipal Act! While 
the task of promoting the welfare of the town and that of the ratepayers has 
been entrusted to these selfish and narrow-minded people, Sir John Woodburn 
takes it all easy. The parts of the town which are being ravaged by Buse 
are not frequented by Europeans. The ratepayers, who have beet. eeced 
for the improvement and adornment of the Chowringhee quarter, are precisely 
those who are now dying of plague in the filthy northern parts of the town. 
It is strange that the men who have neither the time nor the inclination even 
to listen to a proposul for sanitary improvement, not to speak of giving effectto 
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proposal, | have now become the Cit} Fatheri—the ‘authority : responsible 
. of the town! Such scandals are impossible anywhere except in 
India. If such a farce had been enacted in any other part of the world, the 
actors would not have been permitted to get off scot-free. In India even the 
impossible is made possible. e e 

( Railvays and communications, including canals and irrigation. ee 


31. A correspondent of the Burdwan Famjvani (Burdwan) of the 19th 
March writes as follows :— ak 

Bed condition of some roads in The road from Bolepur to the Sankulipur 

nn tmana in the district of Birbhum is in a very 


f 


/ 


Burpwan 
SaNJIvAaNt, 
Mar. 19th, 1901. 


| , 


wretched condition, not only causing t suffering and inconvenience to those 


who use it, but even endangering the safety of their life and limb as is 
frequently the case when carts laden with passengers are upset. The portion 
of the road lying between Sankulipur and Pakurhas is even worse. The 

ortion between Pakurhas and Khampur is always under water, and that from 
ö to Pandugram is too narrow to allow carts to pass. 


32. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore) of the 20th March says that no 


i arrangement having been made by the Bengal- 

nnn Nagpur Railway authorities to run through trains 

from Midnapore to Howrah, great inconvenience and hardship will be caused 
to passengers who may have to travel with families. | 


33. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March says 
that on the 24th February last a man named 
Illegal realisation of excess fare Dabiyar Rahaman was travelling in an inter- 
nen) mee eee mediate class carriage in No. 11 up train from 
Howrah. At the Burdwan station, a ticket-checker came up to him and said 
‘‘Babu, you are travelling by Loo erg . in the second class, you shall 
have to pay excess fare Re. 1-14,” and realised the sum from him under recei 
No. 75369. It was a great injustice that was done to him, for he was really 
travelling in an intermediate class carriage. 


34. The same paper says that the passenger steamer that runs between 

A complaint regarding the Goalundo and Kaliganj stops in the middle of the 
steamer service between Goalundo river at the Sthalchar station. Passengers for the 
and Esligan). _ ‘| station have to cross the river by small boats, and 
in the way have to cross a char on foot. All this is very dangerous in the 
stormy seasons of the year, specially to those who have families with them. 
This inconvenience can be removed by the steamer touching the bank of the 
river a mile down from its present halting point. | 


35. Referring to the decision of the Privy Council reversing a judgment 
The Privy Council on the res- Of the Calcutta High Court, in which the latter had 
ponsibilities of the Indian Rail · ordered the East Indian Railway Company to pay 
way Companies. damages to a man whose son’s death had been 
caused by the explosion of some bombs in the compartment in which he was 
travelling, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March writes as follows: 
What the Railway Companies wanted they have got. Their servants are 
now quite secure. Henceforward Railway servants will not be bound to 
examine whether any passenger carries with him bombs, gunpowder, dynamites, 
or even the infernal instruments of the Nihilists. Lord e the highest 
Judge in the British Empire, has decided that a Railway Company is not 
bound to carry a passenger safely to his or her destination. Everything is 
posse where India is concerned. In England matters are quite different. 
n 1896, the South Bastern Railway Company had to pay damages to the wife 
of one Smith, who was run over by one of the Company’s trains, Why 
should not Lord Campbell's Law, which applies to Railway Companies in 
Great Britain, operate in India ? A e 5 HR es 3 
„ _(h)— General. 


36. Referring to the case in which a postal peon, named Gopi Mali, 


A Postal Superintendent med. attached to the Chandkhira post office in Assam, 
dling with the administration: of complained to the Patharkandi police and sent a 
— petition of complaint to the Subdivisional Officer 


Mauri Bah buay, 
Mar. 20th, 1901. 


Hava, 
Mar. 22ad, 1901. 


HITAVADI. 


BénGavasl, 
Mar. 28rd, 1901, 
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SansivaNl, 
Mar. 2ist, 1901. 


SaNJivanti, 


Sa NJIvant. 


HitavaD}, 
Mar. 22nd, 1901. 


Hava. 


the vabhat [Oa 


for the purpose of improving the cultivation of indigo. The propriety of this 


to them. 


i Mr. L. Juckes, Ma 


anager of the phinjuri tea pa 
cutta] of the e the illegal 3 
Mr. Tulloch, Postal Superintendent, in meddling with the case, and falsely 
trying to prove Mr. Juekes innocent. The Postal authorites are asked to 
condignly punish Mr. Tulloch for his action in this matter. The Deputy 
Postmaster-General, Assam, is requested to conduct the case on behalf of the 
complainant, as he is himself too poor a man to do so, and as the accused 
is a powerful manager of a tea garden. 5 
37. The Sanpirani a) of the 21st March has the following: — 

8 1 ir John Woodburn has sanctioned an annual 

W W grant of Rs. 50,000 to the indigo planters in order 


to enable them to undertake scientific experiments 


grant is questionable. No attempt has yet been made by Government to 
extend and improve cotton cultivation in Dacca which was once famous for its 
muslin. Mr. Nritya Gopal Mukerjee was for some time employed Govern- 
ment to devise measures for reviving the silk industry of Murshidabad and 
Malda, but after a few years he was put on different work, and sericulture, 
once a profitable industry in these Provinces, began to decline, While 
Government grudged the small expenditure of eight or ten thousand rupees 
a year for the maintenance of silk industry which would have enriched the 
country, it feels no hesitation in spending a lakh and-a-half in three years 
in the interest of the indigo planters, 


38. The same paper says that it appears from the Financial Statement 
3 just published that India is rich enough to do away 
is with the salt tax, and spend at least ten millions of 
rupees more in the cause of education, both general and technical, When after 
such a terrible famine there is a surplus of twenty-five millions of rupees in 
the present year, and when it is estimated that there will be a saving of more 
than ten millions next year, Government cannot reasonably attribute its inabi- 
lity to sanction additional expenditure on education and similar purposes to 
shortness of funds. If it be a fact that the Boer War and the China War 
wainly account for the present financial prosperity of the Exchequer, then a 
reduction of the army is all the more necessary. But instead of reducing 
Government is bent on increasing the army expenditure! 


39. The same paper has the following: ) 4 
1 The Parliament of Cape Colony are going to 

pee See eee introduce a Bill which, if passed, will prevent the 
natives of India from entering Cape Colony and Natal. As coolies, orderlies, 
&o, these Indians were of great service to the British soldiers there during 
the Boer War, and now asa reward for their service and self-sacrifice, they 
are going to be excluded from those British possessions in South Africa. South 
Africa is under the British Government, and yet a native of British India will 
not be allowed to go there, while people from all quarters of the globe are free 
to come to our country. , 


40. The Hitavadi (Calcutta] of the 22nd March ap that Government 

| | has done a great mistake by designating Muham- 

madan weavers as jolas in the last census. True 
Jolas are not Muhammadans, but Hindus; while the 
Muhammadan weavers are called karikar in Bengal, and mamin and nurbab 
in Western India. They move in the highest circle of their society and are 
most probably Saikhs, Government is requested to name them Saskhs instead 
of jolas, for they feel themselves greatly insulted if the latter name is applied 


The name given to Muham- 
madsen weavers in the last census. 


41. The same paper says that the Commissioner of Bhagalpur, after an 

inspection of the Old Malda town, has go es) the 

cane Proposed plague hospital in construction of a e hospital in tbat place. 

8 This has greatly frightened the residents, and it is 

with great difficulty that the Chairman of the local F has succeeded 

in dissuading them from leaving the town. But itis feared that they will leave 
it if the proposed hospital be really constructed, 125 
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hard of a census dem th 5 n Whose son was * 
enumerator in Murshid „ 8 3 as a censns enum * 
Murshidabad town. When after duly discharging his duty he returned hot 
i e Qed March says , the iMth 

alcutta] of the 231 arch says that on the in. 
oe 2 rene 1 2 His Honour the Lieutenant - Governor 
8 
utta. 


in accompanied by Mr. Greer, Chairman, and Mr. Cook, 
oe ee Health Officer of the Calcutta Municipality, drove 
through the town inspecting the plague-infected localities for about two hours. 
What information they were able to gather within so short a time is easil 
conceivable. However, the writer will be glad to see Messrs. Greer and Coo 
taking good care of the dusts and of the health of the people in the town. 


Plague has assumed a new form in Calcutta. In many cases there are no 
glandular swellings. Only high fever with delirium causes death in a few 
ays. . ms 
44, The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 24th March says that recently 
Mr. Howard, head of the Dacca Census office, used 
abusive language towards one of his men, and 
even kicked him. Even in Narayanganj Mr. Howard was known as a high- 
handed officer. re ee | 8 
45. The Prativasi of the 25th March says that Sir John Woodburn visited 
. 3 northern nme hia . the ae day. 
n ra and the He has now inspected the condition of the town 
nn. with his own eyes, and must have formed an idea 
of the administrative ability of the new Corporation. Who can say whether 
or not he regretted the passing of the new Municipal Act when he saw the in- 
fernally filthy state of the public thoroughfares? When the Lieutenant-Governor 
informed the people that b. ague regulations would not be re-enforced, their 
a no bounds, and they blessed and cheered him heartily, because they 
now be able to rot in the midst. of their filthy surroundings without fear 

of oppression, and to die in their homes if attacked with plague. But will not 


Government do its duty? Will it remain indifferent when its sees its subjects 
rotting in filth ? ; 


46. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 28th March has the following: 
E Our kind-hearted Lieutenant- Governor, while 
poling. wns Plague inspecting the plague-infected places the other dey 
assured the people that plague regulations wo d 
not be enforced, but the people must keep their houses clean, and then the 
EAN would die out of itself. We are fortunate that we have such a ruler. 
Bombay been blessed with such a ruler, neither the Poona murders nor 


the execution of a Brahman vouth ld ha lane. 
for Sir John Woodburn’s lone Hite, would have token place. ..We prey.to Gee 


Oppression by a census officer. — 


* * 


III.—LIOISLATIo n. 


47. Referring to the action of the Government in making concessions to 


i the tea-planters of Assam in connecti ith th 
Fennel, cooly law, the Prabhat [Calcutta] of the’ 20th 
March writes as follows: “ae 


Such has been always the case. Government’s vaunted firmness is shown 
Only in the case of and against the natives. At the time of passing the Consent 
Act, the whole country stood on one side and Government on the other. But 
Government did not yield a jot.. At the time of passing the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, the natives set up a stout agitation both in this country and in England. 
But could they induce Government to change its mind? Wbat will the Govern- 
ment's firmness be worth if it changes its mind on the representation of 
nafives? But what does one find when Government’s measures clash with the 
838 of the Ee a Lord Ripon was determined to | 

1 bert Bill. Could he pass it? Did not a handful of Anglo-Indians modi 
and mutilate the provisions of the Bill and mould it — to their own 


ren 
een 


* — * 
S 
© 4 “eo 4 7 
* ed A 5 N * „ 
* r e . . 
* 1 ae 4 +A , * 
0 ' 
N 7 2 
z 
4 ; A 9 * 
4 * 4 
* — 55 o> x - 
* 
fi 


BaSUMATI, 
Mar. 28th, 1901. 


-gweet will? 


( 2400 


era eame out the best: The smal] increment which has been granted in 
the pay of tea-garden coolies will not take effect till three or four Fears later. 
This is a strange law which bas been enacted, ne idl 


Only one man, Mr. Cotton, without deference to an bedy’s feeling and 


undaunted by anybody’s frowns, advocated the cause of the cooly with extra- 


ordinary firmness. On the proposal to keep the sanctioned increment in the 

y of coolies in abeyante being made, he rushed up from his seat and said 
that Government was stultifying itself by supporting the proposal. The 
Viceroy was displeased and characterised Mr, Cotton’s expression as very harsh. 
But Mr. Cotton did not retract the expression. He was the only Englishman 
who showed the spirit of an Englishman. Single-handed, he fought for the 
eoolies with remarkable intelligence and argumentative power. He did his 
best to do his duty as. the ruler of a province by his endeavours to save the 
weak from the strong. He has been ever a friend to India, and his sympathy 
with the people has stood in the way of his official prospects. But he has 
never cared for preferment, and has always been guided by his sense of duty. 


His labours on behalf of the coolies may not. on earth come even to the 


EDUCATION 
GazETTs, 


Mar. 22nd, 1901. 


Dante CaaNprixa, 
Mar. 26th, 1901, 


knowledge of those for whom they were undertaken, but will certainly be 
known in heaven. 


48. A correspondent of the Education Gazette (Chinsura] of the 22nd 
; March writes as follows: | 

The acum Labour Bill. The operation of the clause sanctioning an 
increase in the pay of tea-garden coolies has been postponed, as the Viceroy was 
unwilling to give it immediate effect, and as the majority of the Council sided 
with the Chamber of Commerce in this matter. Mr. Cotton has justly remarked 
that to secure good men, good pay must be given. The Chamber of Commerce 
recommend an increase in the pay of the High Court Judges, but the proposed 
increase of one rupee in the pay of coolies drives them mad. There will be no 
decline of the English nation so long asit continues to produce men like 
Mr. Cotton. Unrighteousness cannot prosper. The cooly-recruiters and the 
subordinate employés of the tea-gardens have committed great oppressions. 
The tea-gardens have been watered by the tears of not a few men and women. 
Let the téa-planters remove the evils lying at the root, or God will punish them 
in some way or other. The indigo oppression was very great in Bengal, but. 
the once magnificent factories are now buried in jungle! There was less 
oppression in Bihar, and that is why indigo is still cultivated there. It is our 
belief that the invention of artificial indigo is, as it were, an outcome of the 
pana committed by the planters in India. It would have strengthened 
the position of the tea planters and that of the Chamber of Commerce if, instead 
of using their whole strength against the poor, illiterate coolies, they had used 
it against the cooly-recruiters and their oppressions. Mr. Cotton is a real well- 
wisher of his own fellow-countrymen, and it was for their good that he took up 
the cause of the poor and helpless coolies, for he is well aware that it is virtue 
and justice which increase the strength of a nation. The fact that he has lost 
the sympathy of his own countrymen has touched Mr. Cotton’s heart, but it 
has been powerless to make him swerve an ineh from the path of duty. 


49. The Daintk. Chandrska | Calcutta] of the 26ti March has the follow- 


ing :— 8 
The en Leboar Pall. Moved by the protests of the planters, Lord 


Curzon at the eleventh hour passed Mr. Cotton’s Assam Cooly Bill in a mutilated 


form. Mr, Cotton’s speech, explaining the condition of tea-garden coolies, 


contained conclusive arguments and incontrovertible evidence. The Viceroy 
has passed the Bill, but has at the same time postponed for two years the 
operation of the clanse sanctioning an increase in the pay of coolies, But 


will not the tea-planters raise the same objections after the lapse of two years 


as have been made now if their prospects do not improve by that time? Cooly- 
life is only slavery in another form, and this slavery. exists in India under the 
rule of that nation which abolished the slave trade. We have no objection 
to the planters enriching themselves by the hard labour which the coolies are 
forced to perform, but does it not behove them to see that the latter are at 
the same time enabled to live and stand the strain imposed on them 


in t 8 controversy over the Cooly Bill, thie E b n | 


— ae befe rR CUM. 
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| he Mining Bill, the same paper writes as follows:—_ 
eee ee ould have bean better if the Bill had been 
The Mining Bill. un in a 


orm. But it has been passed with e i only. Those ‘non 
eee 2 ee the Counc! who e 5. the Bill at its earlier 

for some unknown reasons, remained it were whe 
1 wad 3 become law. The Vioeroy ced them by reading out in 
Council passages from. the report by the late Mr. Reader on = ‘excessive 
mortality among the labourers in the mines, and cleverly got the B : passed. 11 


7 


_ thrown, out, or at leas 


Iv.—Namve STH. a ead 
pra tas (Dacca) of the 24th March says that the oppres 
51. The Dacca F of che Dewan, Ray Kalika Das Dutta 


1 and the Maharani of Cooch Behar are day by day 


hastening the ruin of the Cooch Behar State. The present census shows that 
while the population of the State has decreased during the last decade b 
11,831, the populations of the adjoining districts have enormously increased. 
This shows that the oppressions of the Dewan have driven poor en Pes from 
their native land to 4 homes outside the Cooch Behar State. 


this man who has been honored with a title by the Government. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


52. The Pratinidhs [Comilla] of the 20th March says that although the 
ee ae per cent. this year, still the people expected to 
reap a good boro crop. But that has also been destroyed. 


53. The Ducca Prakash [Dacca] of the 24th March says that in order to 
prevent the frequent recurrence of calamitous. 
7 famines in India wells should be excavated in the 
waterless fields of the country. It is well known that in the Punjab, North- 
Western Provinces and Patna, when the rains fail, the cultivators irrigate their 

fields with well water and reap good harvests, But there is complete failure of 
’ crops where there are no wells or tanks. The enormous sums which Govern- 
ment has spent in the construction of railways, &c., for the prevention and 
relief of distress arising from famine could be better employed in excavating 
a large number of wells throughout the country. No doubt, railways do great 
service during a famine by carrying food from one part of the country to 
another, but it must be admitted that they cannot do everything that is neces- 
sary for the purpose of famine relief, even if the injury done by them to food- 


Famine and water-suprly. 


supplying localities by the transport therefrom of food to famine-stricken areas 
e 


were left out of calculation. Under these circumstances Government should 
devise some means by which failure of crops and distress arising from scarcity 
of food may be prevented. This can be done by the excavation of wells. A 
tax may be imposed on the people of the localities which will be benefited by 
the works. There should be a water-supply department just as there is a 
railway department. Government may take loans from the public for the 
excavation of wells, ‘The work of water-supply may as well be undertaken by. 
landholders and independent zamindars, or, i? none of them come forward to 


part Ha „ itself. The water-supply tax may be realised along 


There is another work for the Government to do. Formerly every villa 
had good tanks in it. But in course of time many of them have silted a, 


while the water in others has become impure and undrinkable. Government 


should call upon the owners of these tanks to re-excavate them, and on their 
failure to do so should sell them by public auction to the highest bidder on 
condition that he shall re-excavate them. Government may take the work of 
reclamation in its own hands if none comes forward to undertake it. In this 
way good water may be made available for public use. Malaria and other 


diseases may be checked, and famine may be prevented by placing facilities of 


irrigation within the reach of the cultivators, 


* 


mellleatene e Aer r 


spell-bound a@ it were when 


Decrease of population in Coch Bahadur, and the luxurious habits of the Maharaja 
nd yet itis 


outturn of the Haimanti rice crop was even less than 


Dacca Prakash, — 
Mar. 24th, 1901. 


PRATINIDHI, 


Mar. 20th, 1901. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Mar. 24th, 1901. 
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SansivaNl, 


Nava rod. 
Mar, 23rd, 1901. 


UTKALDIPIKa, 


Urmiva AND 
NAvVASAM VAD, 


UTKALDIFIKA, 


Mar. 19th, 1961. 


Mar. 16th, 1901. 


Mar. 13th, 1901. 


Mar, 16th, 1901. 


UTKALDIPIKAa, 


(286 
54. The Burdwan Banjivani [Burdwan] of the tay * 

nn, ee e 
The late | | r ante 


55. The Navayug. [Calcutta] of the 23rd March says that Baba 
BIC Id Boy bed e ea N with the 


The question of reducing the Lieutenant-Governor in connection with his long- 
a renee SF ‘cherished idea of lessening the e on 
Hindu marriages in . It is rumoured that His Honour has demanded 
from Rasik Babu the names of the leading Hindus who are egos to take 
his side in the matter. The object is doubtless a noble one; but what is to 
be objected to is that little by little the Hindus have come to the point of 


asking the help of Government even in social matters. Bengalis, short-sighted 


as they are, should think what the outcome of this will be. 


Ur PAPERS, 


56. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 16th March is of opinion that 

ae as Mr. Pennell has not been reinstated after the 

Mr. Pennell’s judgment. submission of the records of the Noukhali murder 

case, there is ground to believe that there are other charges pending against 
him, 


57. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore) of the 13th March is surprised 
me to find that Mr. Pennell has spared none of his 
Mz, Fonnell's jengmest. official superiors in his ill-written judgment in 
connection with that case, which, in its length, stands unequalled in the 
judicial history of the country. 3 
58. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack } of the 16th March is highly pleased to find 


that Mr. Carstairs, the new Commissioner of the 


* A ee meal wn Rogan the rissa Division, has introduced a new chapter into 
officers, pleaders, members of the Local | 
Honorary Magistrates, leading zamindars and merchants, and other gentlemen 
residing in the Cuttack station, to an interview, which was both charming and 
instructive, so that each invited gentleman came back well satisfied with 
the polite and urbane manners of the Commissioner. The writer observes 


that Mr. Carstairs has begun his work well, far he means to be in touch with 


his people. 
59. The same paper as also its contemporaries of the Uriya and Nava- 


UTKALDIFIKA, 


UTRALDIPI£A. 


se t samvad [Balasore] of the 13th March and the 
Kune, Withdrawal of the Religious Samyadvahika [Balasore] of the 14th March are 

extremely sorry to learn that the Hon’ble Rai 
Bahadur P. Ananda Charlu was compelled to withdraw the Bill to amend 
Act XX of 1863 (an Act to enable the Government to divest itself of the 
management of religious endowments) for want of support from the members 
of the Supreme Legislative Council, and are of opinion that many religious 
endowments will be manent ed and wasted for a long time to come. The 
Utkaldiptka, however, hopes that steps will be taken to introduce a revised Bill 


into the Legislative Council, remedying the defects of the existing Act, and 
making it workable, where it is not so. 


60. Referring to the rejection of applications for marriag 
Applications for marriage by Certain convicts residing in the Andamans on the 
convicts in the Andaman. ground of the applicants’ not being of the same 


: . caste, the same paper observes that the policy of 
non-interference with social and religious customs of the Hindus is very good, 


and should be strictly adhered to in every part of the British Empire. 


61. The same paper is of opinion that the new rules framed under 


The new rules under the Loans India Act No. XIX of 1883 (Land Improvement 
Acts. Loans Act, 1883) as amended by Act XVIII of 


1899, and India Act No. XII of 1884 (Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 1884) are 
better than the old ones, and it is expected that they may be found more 


workable in attaining the object for which they were enacted. 


the official history of Orissa by inviting all gazetted | 
at Municipal eee 


submitted by 
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: erring to the enactment of the Assam Labour and Em: 
1 Act, the same paper points out that the Hon ble 
The Assam Labour Act. = Ir. H. J. S. Cotton, 0.8%, the Chief Commissioner 

of Assam, has deserved well of the people of India by speaking in behalf of tas e 
or and dumb coolies whose interests there was none in the Legislative | | ee ae 
Council to represent, though the results of his labour bore no fruit, as tze 
Viceroy threw the weight of his opinion in behalf of a compromise, that has oo 
ned the payment 4 . small increment in the monthly wages of the ff. 

ssam labourer for a period of three years. ne 2 VF 
8 68. Referring & a petition Stenitied by 66 residents of the Karilo drinn... 5 1 


, in the Kendrapara subdivision of the Outta „„ 
» 0 ö district, to the Commissioner of the Orissa Division eed „ 
regarding certain questionable actions of the Sub- 3 ae 
Deputy Collector, Babu Murari " Misra, stationed in that subdivision, and W 
forwarded to the Collector of Cuttack for enquiry, the same paper observes thut | ee 
the Collector, instead of criminally prosecuting the petitioners, should have — } 
taken explanation from the Sub-Deputy Collector and disposed of the matter ee 
by a departinental order. | 7 } „ 
64. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 13th March is sorry par a ä 
to note that cholera has carried off many souls Beng cago. — 
Cholera in Balasore town. | in the Balasore town and many are atti) ewait- ar. 18th, 1901, - | | 25 4 
ing their end. The writer observes that the local medical authorities ought . 1 a 
to ascertain the causes of this outbreak and try to remove the same. oe : “ew 
65. The same paper is of opinion that many enumerators did not visit van ee 


their charges on the census night, and the census 

figures cannot therefore be looked upon as very 

correct. The writer attributes the decrease in the population of the Balasore | Oe 

town to the excess of the death-rate over the birth. rate in the past decade. | oe 

66. Referring to the sale of India-made balls in England, the same paper  g,uvapvamni, 

Sale of India-made articles in 29, Also its contemporary of the Samvadvahtka aac. 14th, 1901. 
Englend. [ Balasore | of the 14th March observe that Indian 
enterprise may secure a British market for many 


* 


The census figures for Balasore. 


other Indian articles with profit, provided the matter is proceeded with in a : 
systematic way. | 
67. The Sambalpur Hitaishint (hams of the 6th March has every ann 
: n reason to hope that the union of the Bamra, ar 6th, 1901. 2h 
Udyakelaetiea cern Pallahara and Talchar Raj families by marriage ties aon 
0 may conduce to the good of the subjects of those ä 
Native States. 8 3 
NAUATAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, an | 
Off9. Bengali Translator. a „ 
BenGaLi TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, Ta. Ben Transiater 155 „ 


The 80th March, 1901, 
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